
 

STATEMENT BY MALAWI COUNCIL FOR DISABILITY AFFAIRS (MACODA) ON 

THE 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM AGAINST GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 

Tackling Disability-based Digital Violence Against Women and Girls in Malawi: A Pathway 

to Effective Inclusion in the Cyber Space 

 

The Malawi Council for Disability Affairs (MACODA) joins the world in observing the 16 Days 

of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence from 25th November to 10th December, 2025 with a 

call for an urgent need to address the disability face of digital violence against women which is 

often overlooked, neglected and unreported. This year's theme, 'Unite to End Digital Violence 

against All Women and Girls', resonates deeply with our mission to protect and promote the 

fundamental rights and freedoms of persons with disabilities for an inclusive society. As we 

acknowledge the 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, this theme 

powerfully highlights the escalating threat of digital abuse and its profound impact on gender 

equality and human rights. A progressive society that values gender equality is one that advances 

disability inclusive digital transformation while respecting the rights of persons with disabilities. 

 

Women and girls with disabilities are disproportionately vulnerable to various forms of gender-

based violence and the digital sphere has unfortunately become a new frontier for such abuse, 

threats and violations. We witness with grave concern how women with disabilities are subjected 

to intense ridicule on social media platforms, often targeted due to their physical appearance, 

disability condition, mobility aids or perceived 'difference' which can deeply erode self-esteem and 

discourage their engagement online. These digital assaults create environments of fear, isolation 

and hinder their fundamental rights to express themselves and participate in digital life. It is also 

worrisome to note the use of disability pictures or images of persons or personalities with 

disabilities in the digital space to portray negative social or economic phenomena. Resultantly, this 

the worsens digital exclusion of persons with disabilities in the country at a time Malawi is making 

some digital inclusion and transformation strides.  

 

MACODA firmly asserts that digital safety is not an abstract concept but a fundamental human 

right, intrinsically linked to achieving true gender equality for women and girls with disabilities. 

The violence experienced by women and girls online, including those with disabilities, constitutes 

a global human rights issue that demands our immediate and unwavering attention. Therefore, we 



strongly echo calls to mobilise collective action and responsibility. This is important for creating 

truly safer digital spaces where women with disabilities can engage, express themselves and access 

information without fear thereby ensuring their rights and dignity are protected, both online and 

offline. Universal online access to information should be utilised as a tool for an entrenched gender 

equality culture in our country.  

 

MACODA’s stance is firmly backed by the principles enshrined in the United Nations Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the African Disability Protocol and further solidified by 

the Persons with Disabilities Act, 2024. These frameworks underscore the imperative to protect 

persons with disabilities from all forms of violence and discrimination, ensuring they can 

participate fully and safely in society. We urge all stakeholders to unite in combating digital 

violence and creating a future where all women and girls, including those with disabilities, can 

thrive free from fear and harm. The Council reminds the public and duty bearers that disability is 

just a condition that is part of human diversity and that it should not be a subject of discriminatory 

treatment, ridicule, derogation and stigmatisation in the digital arena.   

Therefore, MACODA particularly calls for the following actions to effectively address disability 

faced digital violence against women and girls: 

a) Digital service providers should promote safety tools and services that enhance disability 

inclusive reporting of violence, abuse and threats.  

b) Regulatory and law enforcement agencies of the cyber space should collect disability 

disaggregated data and statistics about digital violence against women and girls. 

c) Promote digital activism and advocacy for women and girls with disabilities to claim 

their safety and security in the digital sphere. 

d) Strengthen disability inclusive and gendered provision of mental health and psychosocial 

support services for survivors of digital violence and cyber bullying.  

e) Build capacity of Organisations of Persons with Disabilities, disability organisations and 

District Disability Forums on gender equality and digital rights protection and promotion.   

The Council reiterates that the realisation of an inclusive Malawi society stems from the genuine 

protection of the dignity and respect of women and girls with disabilities both offline and online 

for their effective participation in public affairs. We need to unite in implementing measures aimed 

at ending digital violence against women and girls with disabilities. A disability inclusive digital 

environment is integral to the realisation of a Malawi society for all. 
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